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Dear Parents/Caregivers 
Kia ora tatou 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

STAGE CHALLENGE 2017 – WINNERS!!!! 

This year our Stage Challenge was run by a group of 
keen Year 13 students who have been involved in this 
competition since Year 9. The theme they chose was 
looking at the discrimination against homosexuals and 
how although the world has changed, there is still a long 
way to go. Planning began in November 2016 and 
rehearsals after camp in March 2017. AJ Jackson and 
Isobel Tibble-Gotz were our producer and director 
respectively and along with their team of 
choreographers; Bayleigh Lawson, Sam Meredith, 
Summer Milner, Micheal Pratt, Amy Nattrass, Ethan Wait 
and Rebecca Wathne they created a successful 
performance. Polished, simple and effective. Our Set 

and Costume was envisioned by Josh Halliday and Deanna Dodman.  
 
The 13th of June loomed all too soon and a small but 
nervous group of 71 Lakes high students embarked on 
their journey to Stage Challenge 2017 at the Energy 
Events Centre. A different venue but the same drive. 
Rehearsal was strong and by the time 7pm rolled 
around nerves and excitement was rippling through the 
group. Bayleigh Lawson's strong makeup design made it 
difficult to tell the emotions but the vibe was good.  
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Our performance was audience pleasing and the 
response was overwhelming! Some even had tears, 
while the cast were jumping for joy backstage. All that 
hard work paid off when it was announced that 
Rotorua Lakes High School won First place Overall open 
Division for Rotorua. We are now entered in the 
national competition.  
 
 
 
 
 

A full list of the other awards we recieved: 
 Student Leadership 
 Student Achievement 
 Award of Excellence for Drama 
 Award of Excellence for Soundtrack 
 Award of Excellence for Lighting Design 
 Award of Excellence for Set Design and Function 
 Award of Excellence for Visual Enhancement 
 Award of Excellence for Stage Use 
 Award of Excellence for Stage Crew 
 Award of Excellence for Concept 
 Award of Excellence for Performance Skill 
 Award of Excellence for Choreography 
 Award of Excellence for Costuming Character 

 

A huge thanks to parents and students who were 
involved. And a special thanks to the teachers and 
parents who supported us with costume making and 
throughout the day; Ms Chemis, Ms Willemson, Mr 
Flitton, Mrs Hodge, Miss Laidlow, Mrs Meredith and 
Miss Beijeman. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL WINS STAGE CHALLENGE WITH POWERFUL PERFORMANCE 

excerpt from the Daily Post 15 June 

Rotorua Lakes High School took out first place in the open division in Tuesday’s Stage Challenge at the Energy 
Events Centre. 
 
Their performance, Discrimination is Not Over Yet, pivoted around society’s perception and attitude towards 
homosexuals and how it has evolved over the years. 
 
They covered society’s negative reaction toward homosexuals as well as those who supported them against the 
adversity.  The end of the performance touched on the ideal that support is the key to change. 
 
Event manager Olivia Kinane said Rotorua Lakes High School’s superb level of detail in their production elevated 
the piece and added to their touching story.  “They presented equality in a colourful and entertaining way that 
displayed the level of diversity in our society.” 
 
Design judge Debbie Rowles said Rotorua Lakes High School’s performance was “quite emotional at the end.”   
 
Thacia Van Arendonk, the performance judge for the evening, said the performance “brought a tear to my eye” 
saying it was a “beautiful portrayal of such an important message.” 



  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNDER WATER HOCKEY 

 
Over the Queen’s Birthday Weekend our Year 10 student, 
Marcus Nighy, won first place with the novice Under Water 
Hockey Team at the North Island Championships in Rotorua. 
This was a challenging three day event held in the Aquatic 
Centre, Rotorua, with teams competing from all over the 
North Island. 
 

Well done Marcus (and the team) - great achievement! 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

NZCT CHAMBER MUSIC CONTEST 

Congratulations to our Year 12 student, Euan Robinson! 
Euan is the pianist in the Summit Trio who won the Bay 
of Plenty District Rounds of the NZCT Chamber Music 
Contest for High School students on Wednesday. 
Together with Dongguen Lee, cello, (Bethlehem 
College) and Rosa Hook, violin (John Paul College) Euan 
will now compete in the Regional Round of the 

competition in Auckland on the 24th June. We wish 
them all the very best! 
 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

FORMER RLHS STUDENT SUCCESS 

Ben Halliday graduated last month with a Bachelor of Science with Honours (1st class) 
in Genetics, at University of Otago, winning an award for top place in his genetics class. 
Last year he graduated with a Bachelor of Science double major in Genetics and 
Psychology. In his Honour’s dissertation, Ben made a significant breakthrough in 
understanding the genetics behind a serious paediatric tumour, which will lead to 
better diagnosis and treatment.  He is now doing a PhD in medical genetics at the 
University of Otago’s Medical School. He is researching the genetics behind 
Periventricular Nodular Heterotopia  - a malformation of the brain resulting in 
recurrent seizures and brain damage. Ben aims to figure out what has gone wrong at 
the molecular level to cause this disease, which will hopefully lead to better diagnosis 
and treatment programmes. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

ASSESSMENTS 

The following assessments have been set down to take place within the next few weeks.  There may be times 
where, due to unforeseen circumstances, changes will need to occur. This will be done in consultation with the 
class(es) concerned.  

 

Level Subject Standard Date 

2 Physical Education 91335 Tues 6 to Wed 14 June 

3 Classical Studies 91398 Fri 30 June 

1 11MAT 91036 Weeks 8 & 9 

Marcus Nighy pictured 5th from the left & team 



  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE BOT 

The following policies are currently up for review.  If you would like to view any of these policies, we invite you to 
come into the school where they are available at the Principal’s PA Office.  Alternatively, if you would like a copy 
emailed, please contact humphriesj@rotouralakes.school.nz 

 Sexual Abuse 

 Sports Prizegiving 

 Fundraising for the School Community & Refund Procedures  

 Career Education & Guidance 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

YEAR 9, 10 & 11 PRESENTATION 

Attitude, the youth division of The Parenting Place, was 
established in 1996 in response to requests from parents 
who had concerns about adolescent sexual health and the 
high suicide rate amongst young people. Attitude’s objective 
is to encourage mental and emotional resilience and to help 
prevent youth suicide, teen pregnancy, bullying, drug and 
alcohol abuse and low self-esteem.  Attitude will be 
presenting to the Year 9, 10 and 11 groups on Tuesday 20th 
June. Further information about their presentations, can be 
obtained from their website: www.attitude.org.nz 
Please note:  Any parents / caregivers who would prefer their 
child to not attend the presentation, please send a letter of 
excuse to school on Tuesday. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

NCEA FEES ARE DUE 

 A reminder to parents – please be aware that NCEA fees are now due to be paid. 
 If you are on a benefit or have a Community Services card, you are eligible for a discount on your NCEA fees. 

Please see Mrs McLeod at Student Reception for a form – email: mcleodd@rotorualakes.school.nz 
NZQA will add a penalty fee of $50.00 if fees are not paid on time. The school will be finalising our NCEA 
payments to NZQA at the end of August. 

 

TERM 2 KEY DATES 

Mon 1 May – Friday 7 July  TERM 2 DATES 

Mon 19 to 23 June School House Competitive Netball Challenges 

Fri 23 June Snr/Jnr Reports issued 

Tues 27 June 3.30 – 5.30 pm Jnr/Snr Report Evening  

SCHOOL CLOSES AT 3 PM 

Wed 28 June Jnr/Snr Report Evening 
4 – 6 pm 

Mon 3 to Fri 7 July School House Competitive Touch Rugby 
Challenges 

Fri 7 July Regional Kapa Haka 

Fri 7 July END OF TERM 2 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS /  

CAREGIVERS / STUDENTS 

mailto:humphriesj@rotouralakes.school.nz
http://www.attitude.org.nz/
mailto:mcleodd@rotorualakes.school.nz


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

You can check menu items on their website www.libelle.co.nz 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENT GLASSES 

We have several pairs of reading glasses which have been handed in at student reception.  Please 
see Mrs McLeod if your child has lost glasses. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL BALL 

As you are aware the School Ball is on Saturday 1 July at the Blue Baths.  Just a reminder that: 

 Tickets are now on sale at Student Reception - $105 per person 

 School fees need to be paid for students to be eligible to attend the Ball. 
 Students who can attend are Years 11, 12 or 13. 
 For students who want to bring a partner from another school they need to complete an “Outside  

partner” form (available at student reception) and return it to Mrs McLeod at the time of purchasing 
their tickets. Students must be within the specified age group.  Any questions please see Ms Howard 
ASAP. 

 Have a great night! 
 
 

http://www.libelle.co.nz/


  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

 It is expected that parents phone the school absence line (345 6124, ext 244) before 8.30 am to let us 
know that their child will be away from school. 

 A written letter from home explaining the absence must be supplied to the House Group tutor on the 
student’s return to school if you have not phoned in. 

 We also have an ABSENCE LINE FOR TEXTING 027 765 4957. For those of you who do 

not have a land phone line, you may text your child’s absence. 
 Please give your name, your student’s name, House Group and the reason for absence. 
 Please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Paula Short, if you have any concerns 345 6124, ext 266. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM DEPARTMENTS 



  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTRE 

HEARING CHECK 

 HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CHILD 

 

 Do your ears hurt? 
 Do your ears drain fluid? 
 Do you find it hard to hear conversation/talking in a group setting? 
 Do your friends comment about you not hearing or missing what has  

    been said? 
 Do you frequently have to ask people to repeat what they had said? 
 Can you hear the teacher clearly in the classroom? 

 

If your child answered YES to ANY of the questions above see the NURSE, Pauline, at the 

Health Clinic for a referral to the Audio Clinic for a free hearing test. OR, if you as a 

parent/guardian, have any concerns please refer your child to the NURSE – Pauline – at the 
health centre. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEDIA STUDIES LEVEL 3 

Currently, Year 13 Media students are planning and making films, using the local forest as an element in their 
stories. This work is due to be completed by the end of the term, but it is a complex process, dependent upon the 
weather, commitment of others in the group, availability of computers for editing, and access to transport. A  big 
THANK YOU to all the parents and friends who have lent gear, done a bit of acting (you're a star!) or made it easy 
for filmmakers to get to locations. Please keep supporting our students so that they do finish these films, all of 
which have been 'pitched' to the group and have earned their approval. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCIENCE AWARD TRUST - SCIENCE BADGES FOR YEAR 9 & 10 

Rotorua Lakes High School is offering students the opportunity to enter into activities offered 
by the Science Award Trust, The Science Badge Scheme. The Science Badge Scheme is aimed 
at students in Year 7 to Year 10 although younger and older students also find it very 
valuable. Under the scheme, students have opportunity to study in depth a science topic of 
their choice. By completing a range of graded activities and exercises students gain a very 
attractive metal badge and an embossed certificate, which are awarded by the school when 
a minimum number of activities are completed. The activities are well within the capabilities 
of all students and it is hoped they may spark a lifetime interest in science and technology. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

 Students choose a badge from a total of 29 available 
 An Activity Sheet for that topic is purchased for $6.00 
 There are approximately 47 points per sheet. The student must complete 20 of  

these points 
 Teachers mark each task then sign the sheet once it has been completed 
 A badge and certificate is given to the student 

 

The badge scheme is designed for students to work on at home but the teachers will help 
them as much as we are able to support them through their chosen badge or badges.  
 
For more information see your Science Teacher for an order form. You can also get more 
information from the following website 
http://www.sciencebadges.co.nz/html/badges.html 
 
 
 

http://www.sciencebadges.co.nz/html/badges.html


  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE LIBRARY  

BOOK OF THE MONTH   

The International Bestseller at present - Thirteen Reasons 

Why 

 
Clay Jensen returns home from school one day to find a mysterious box, with his 
name on it, lying on the porch. Inside he discovers 13 cassette tapes recorded by 
Hannah Baker - his classmate - who committed suicide two weeks earlier. On tape, 
Hannah explains that there are thirteen reasons why she did what she did - and 
Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out how he made the list - and it'll change 
Clay's life forever. 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

MATHS HOMEWORK CENTRE 

Each Thursday from 3.30 – 4.15 in A11 

All Welcome 
Please bring a snack and a smile 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

RLHS JUNIOR NETBALL 

On Sunday a Junior Netball team represented RLHS at a 
tournament in Whakatane.  The weather could not have 
been better and it set the scene for a great day.  Our first 
two games were against Eastern Bay and then Whakatane.  
In both games they girls took time to settle as they were not 
used to the style of defence against us.  They adjusted well 
and started to think about where they were moving on 
court, and about passing options and their play improved. 
Final scores were 20-15 and 24-17. We then progressed to 
the finals against Aqunias College.  The girls showed their 
learning from the first two games and came out firing.  The 
defence were turning over ball and the links through court 
were strong with players making good space and driving 

hard to the ball.  Our shooters finished well.  Final score was 24-19.  A great way to finish the day, tournament 

winners. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

GIRLS RUGBY 

On Monday our Lakes Girls played WHHS here at home in a Development Grade 10 - a side game. Lakes were 
definitely the better team on the day, tackling like Black Ferns, restricting WHHS to only one try to Lakes 5. 

Katherine Hingston had a great game converting two tries and scoring 2. Final score Lakes 29 - WHHS -5.  Player 

of the Day - Katherine Hingston.  

 

Hot off the Press from our Coaches and Managers 

SPORTS 



  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

GIRLS SOCCER 

This week only our 1st XI played as the Social Team seemed to be 
too exhausted by their fantastic Stage Challenge effort and we had 
to default to JPC. However, our senior team happily travelled to 
Tauhara to play their top team at Crown Park. Although we were 
winning at half time, Tauhara came back at us with renewed energy 
and we lost 2:4 despite the hard work by the Fookes sisters, and 

Maggie Donovan-Cotter who was player of the 

day.  
 

 
Please remind all players that they must let me know if they are available for the games 
on Wednesdays. Quite a lot of organisation goes into setting up these fixtures and it's 
nerve-wracking if the girls have not confirmed their availability at their Monday 
morning meeting. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

BOYS HOCKEY 

CONGRATULATIONS to our boys who have been 
promoted to the A grade.  This is the first time in 
MANY years for the school.  We are so proud of 
you.   Last night we had the first game in this 
grade.  A step up in play and pace against 
WHHS.  The boys played well but a few moments of 
inattention saw 3 goals pass the goal.  However the 
positives were many - the boys skills were pushed 
and extended and I am sure by the end of the season 

we will see a different result! Player of the day 

Devon Stewart. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 

HEADS UP!    
IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP 

FOR TERM 2 

(It is important that students check the daily 
notices each day during House Group time for 

important careers events and deadlines.)  

 
 
 
 

TERM 2 
Unless otherwise stated all Tertiary Liaison Presentations are held in the Careers 

Classroom, usually at lunchtime. 

 

 Your Education Overseas Exchange Programme – Monday 19 June 2017 
 Victoria University Liaison Visit – Wednesday 21 June 2017 
 Victoria University Rotorua Information Evening – all welcome – Wednesday 21 June 2017 
 Medical Presentation at Rotorua Hospital – Tuesday 27 June 2017 
 Otago University Liaison Visit – Wednesday 28 June 2017 
 Canterbury University Open Day – Thursday 13 July – School Holidays 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GRADUATE PROFILE 

Congratulations to Ex Student Te Moana 

Maika on gaining a Bachelor of Arts with Double Major in Maori 
& History from the University of Auckland, 2017. Te Moana 
attended the University of Auckland’s Whaia Te Pae Tawhiti 
programme when in Year 13.  The programme offered students 
of Maori descent an opportunity to experience University life 
and engagement with the Maori Liaison Team who provide a 
network of people to assist students in their pathway to 
University Studies.   
 

We are very proud of Te Moana and wish her every success for her 
bright future. 

 
 
 

CAREERS DEPARTMENT 

BRIDGING THE GAP 2017! 



  

 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

THIS WEEK’S NEWSLETTER CAREER FOCUS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Courtesy Jet Magazine  

 

 

 



  

 



  

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

TEACHER TRAINING 

Year 13 Students considering Careers in 
Education please note the following: 
2018 Applications to most New Zealand 
Colleges of Education opened on 1 May 2017.   
Teaching programme applications close 31 
August 2017.   
 
The Application Process: 
Places in some Universities can be limited.  You 

must apply and be offered a place in the programme. 
Applications are made online – when submitting your application you will need to provide personal 
details including: 

 Educational background 

 Employment record if applicable 

 Personal Statement 

You will also need two confidential referee reports, and to sign a consent to disclosure (forms can be 
downloaded from the University websites) 
Once applications have been submitted, applicants will be shortlisted for an interview. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

YEAR 13 STUDENTS PLEASE NOTE ALL UNIVERSITIES AND 

POLYTECHNICS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 

 
All applications are completed online with the individual 
Tertiary providers.  Login to the University of choice and 
follow the links to the scholarship pages.   Students 
should apply for as many scholarships as they can.  It is 
important that students get their applications 
organised eg, birth certificates, id photos, NCEA Yr 12 
results and contact a person to be their referee also 
some applications require a written personal statement 
(approx. 500 words).     You can use this information for 

multiple scholarship applications with perhaps small changes depending on what you are applying for 
and any special requirements that the individual University or Polytechnic want.     Not all applications 
require this information but be prepared! 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

GENEROSITY NZ  -  IS A NZ SCHOLARSHIP ONLINE DATABASE!   

 Hundreds of scholarships are offered online  
 Students can access this database FREE AT SCHOOL in the library or the careers classroom.  

Please see Mrs Oldman in the Careers Office for further details.   
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOLARSHIPS @ WAIKATO 

Check out our school leaver scholarships  
Please visit our website -   



  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2017 QUOTA NEW ZEALAND EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 

FOR YOUNG WOMEN IN NEW ZEALAND 

Full details of the Scholarship, Application Forms and Brochures are available at Quoto’s website:  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2018 MESNZ ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP 

As part of the Maintenance Engineering Society of New Zealand objective "To encourage greater numbers of 
New Zealanders to take up education and training in the field of mechanical engineering", a MESNZ Scholarship 
worth up to $5,000 is to be offered each year, for the specific purpose of covering tuition fees. This scholarship 
is available to assist students commencing study towards a MESNZ/IPENZ accredited engineering degree, 
diploma or certificate at any level.  Applications are sought from candidates interested in maintenance 
engineering as a career. Students from anywhere in New Zealand are encouraged to apply for the MESNZ 
scholarship. Students with links to MESNZ through work or other avenues are urged to apply. 
Download a copy of the Scholarship Application form here. 
Bill Sole 
MESNZ Committee 
 

 

http://ipenz.cmail19.com/t/t-l-kritudk-bdkzurdt-d/


  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAIKATO UNIVERSITY SCIENCE & ENGINEERING OPEN WEEK 

Please note this is not a school trip, students and parents are welcome to 

register online and attend any of the workshops and lectures. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CONTACT US 

 

 

 

 

 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ROTORUA LAKES HIGH SCHOOL 
Mr P B Walker, Principal 

BA (Hons), Dip Ed, Post Grad Dip 
Second Language Tchg, Dip Tchg 

P O Box 7002, Te Ngae, Rotorua   
Phone: 345 6124 

Fax: 345 5964 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
http://twitter.com/#!/rotorualakes
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotorua-Lakes-High-School/334368042260


  

 
 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 


